
COMMISSIONER MEETING OF JANUARY 19, 2021 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:33 p.m. via GoToMeeting.  The announcement of 
Public Meetings was ready by Mayor Rochford.  After the Pledge of Allegiance and 
moment of silence roll call was taken.  In attendance were Mayor Rochford, 
Commissioner Kasko, and Commissioner Bianco Bezich, along with the Borough 
Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 
 
Commissioner Bianco Bezich made a motion to approve the Minutes to the November 
24, 2020, December 14, 2020 and January 4, 2021 Commissioner Meetings and post them 
as submitted.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Kasko and approved 
unanimously. 
 
Mayor Rochford read the proclamation naming January as School Board Recognition 
Month.  He also talked about the current hybrid situation at the schools due to the COVID-
19 pandemic.  David Siedell, School Board President, stated that it is the staff and the 
students who are the real heroes during this pandemic and thanked the Commissioners 
for the proclamation.  Justin Benford, School Board Member, also thanked the 
Commissioners.  Commissioner Kasko thanked the Board of Education (BOE) Members for 
attending the meeting to accept this proclamation.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich 
remarked on her gratitude for all the BOE had done and their commitment to the 
students. 
 
Ordinance 2021-01 was then introduced for first reading, which amends Chapter 135 for 
a residential overlay regarding the Snowden Avenue lot and the affordable housing 
development that will be constructed there.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich commented 
that there was a correction made to the ordinance that was put online, so that everyone 
attending the meeting could ensure that they had the current copy. 
 
Herb Hess, Redman Avenue, asked for clarification on the exemptions for the Stormwater 
requirements.    The Borough Administrator explained that because the development is 
100% affordable housing the State allows certain exemptions regarding stormwater 
requirements.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich clarified that this is only allowed for the 
Borough requirements, not the State’s.  Mr. Hess asked if it had been determined how this 
would affect the surrounding neighbors.  The Administrator noted that there will be a rain 
garden on the site, and they were looking at discharging any stormwater to flow down 
Snowden Avenue to Haddon Avenue.  She noted that the water could not be directed 
to the stormwater drains within the Borough parking lot’s drains because of the slope.  
Commissioner Kasko stated that he would follow up with Mr. Hess directly.  As there were 
no further questions the Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the ordinance on 
first reading.  Mayor Rochford announced that the Public Hearing on the ordinance 
would be held at the February 9, 2020 regularly scheduled public meeting. 
 
The following resolutions were approved unanimously by the Commissioners with no 
questions asked: 
 
2021-01-19-009 Authorization to Pay Vouchers 
2021-01-19-010 Authorization to issue Checks – Overpayment of Taxes 



2021-01-19-011 Authorization to Grant a Total Exempt Veteran Deduction and 
Cancellation of Taxes for First Half of 2021 and Refund of 4th Quarter 2020 

2021-01-19-012 Authorization to Adopt Cash Management Plan 
2021-01-19-013 Authorization to Designate Official Newspaper for Legal Notices 
2021-01-19-014 Authorization to Award Contract – Animal Control Services 
2021-01-19-015 Authorization to Award Contract – Animal Shelter Services 
2021-01-19-016 Authorization to Approve Appointments - Various 
2021-01-19-017 Authorization for Thomas J. Colavecchio, Tax Assessor, to File Tax 

Appeals and Assessor’s Appeals on Behalf of the Borough of 
Haddonfield 

2021-01-19-018 Authorization to Participate in Camden County Cooperative Pricing 
System #57-CCCPs Bid B-14/2020 for the Furnishing & Delivery of Sodium 
Chloride and Pre-Treated Liquid Enhanced Sodium Chloride 

2021-01-19-019 Authorization for the Haddonfield Police Department to Participate in 
the Defense Logistics Agency, Law Enforcement Support Office, 1033 
Program to Enable the Haddonfield Police Department to Request and 
Acquire Excess Department of Defense Equipment 

2021-01-19-020 Authorization for the Sale of Surplus No Longer Needed for Public Use on 
an Online Auction Website 

2021-01-19-021 Authorization to Advertise for Requests for Proposal – Stormwater 
Drainage Study and Green Infrastructure Plan for Haddonfield, 
Audubon, Barrington and Haddon Heights 

2021-01-19-022 Authorization for E&B Housing, LLC to apply to Department of 
Community Affairs, New Jersey Affordable Housing Trust Fund Program 
on Behalf of the Borough of Haddonfield 

 
Jill Poretta, Potter Street, asked what the parcel size was for the Snowden Avenue 
development and if it utilized the entire 1.5 acres.  Mayor Rochford stated that the 
Borough was using what the judge allowed the Borough to use.  Commissioner Bianco 
Bezich noted that there will be public comment periods at each of board meetings 
regarding the plan specifics.  The Administrator also noted that the judge did not put a 
restriction on the size.  The acreage is ever changing as the utilities are being added in.  
Ms. Poretta then noted that there was submitted testimony that the height and such are 
what will fit in with the surrounding homes and asked if this was correct.  Commissioner 
Bianco Bezich replied that the heights listed in the ordinance would be for the entire zone 
typically.  Mayor Rochford commented that the buildings closest to the surrounding 
homes would be lower in order to match those homes.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich 
agreed, but cautioned that the plan was still being finalized and the ordinance is just to 
set the maximums allowed. 
 
Mr. Hess, regarding the stormwater plan, noted that after the June 19, 2019 storms an 
affected resident reviewed a pattern of contact to the borough regarding flooding issues 
in his area that were not listened to.  The Administrator replied that there will be a public 
meeting for residents to meet with the professionals hired through this Request for 
Proposal (RFP) process.   Commissioner Kasko pointed out that it is important to have input 
from residents when doing a study for a multi-jurisdictional approach.   The Administrator 
also noted that there will be a presentation to the public bodies for each town of their 
findings.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich pointed out that this could help these 



municipalities get additional grants for structure improvements/repairs.  The Administrator 
commented that if enough municipalities banned together for this type of work there 
was a possibility that federal monies could be obtained as well.  Mr. Hess then asked the 
following: 
 

“As Commissioners you are all sworn to uphold the Constitution of the State 
of New Jersey.  The Mr. Laurel decisions have construed that our State 
Constitution compels local governments and developers to produce 
affordable house.  There are specific formulas worked out which require 
one unit of housing to be designated affordable for every five units 
constructed.  While I have yet to review our local ordinances in detail, it is 
clear that our local laws contain language that allows local developers 
(not citing anyone specifically) to avoid what would otherwise be their 
obligation.  When will the Commissioners vote to close this loophole and if 
you won’t vote to amend our laws, are you truly upholding the State 
Constitution or not?” 

 
Commissioner Bianco Bezich replied if each of the buildings providing residential units is 
under different ownership then there is no violation, as there is no reason for the 
combining of the number of units for these properties as a total.  She then pointed out 
that the Commissioners cannot increase the requirement from the State.  Mayor Rochford 
asked which board would handle such a review.  The Borough Solicitor explained that it 
would be through the Planning Board.  Commissioner Kasko stated that the answer is that 
there is no trigger if the properties are individually owned. 
 
Ms. Poretta asked for the balance of the affordable housing trust fund.  The Administrator 
replied that it is roughly $1.4 million and Commissioner Bianco Bezich also noted that 
approximately $500,000 to $590,000 would be subtracted from that for E&B Housing, LLC. 
 
Mr. Hess asked how that contributions are being handled for this account.  The 
Administrator replied that the Commissioners are requiring developers to provide what is 
required by the State.  He also asked what for the status of the grant funding from the 
Department of Community Affairs for the affordable housing in Haddonfield.  The 
Administrator replied that the Borough has received over $4 million for the Snowden 
Avenue and Boxwood Hall sites. 
 
As there were no further questions Mayor Rochford made a motion to go into closed 
session to discuss negotiations of the financial agreement for the Bancroft property at 
8:39 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Kasko and approved unanimously.  
It was announced that the closed session would be held via ZOOM. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Deanna Bennett, RMC 
Borough Clerk 
 


